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1. Pontos

The Pontic region was one of the sceneries of a spectacular expedition
led by Tason (Jason) in which several renowned heroes also participated.

Chronologically, this must have been the time of the last or the last but one

generation of heroes before the Trojan War, History and myth are intertwined,
nevertheless the Trojan War

(better: clashes) was a historical reality: it may
be put approximately into the first decades of the 12th c. B.C.1) The Pontic
region was, much later, also the scenety, and Trebizond itself a stage, of the
March of the Ten Thousand in 402/401 B.C. as described by Xenophon.

2. The Argonauts

Argonauts was the name of the crew of the famous ship Argo the
reputation of which survived in myth and in later literary tradition. As
Adrados, an eminent Hellenist put it (2005: 62; cf. Adrados 1998), the
founding of the Greek colonies marked the culminations of resumption of the
travels of exploration and commerce. What Adrados wants to underline is the
Greek colonizing mechanism expanding ‘both towards the West and the East,
an endeavour which evidenily must have been preceeded by explorations.
Mycenaean settlements, e.g., could be located in early Latium in Italy. In
Pontus, Asia and the West, the Greeks had followed in the footsteps of the

Mycenaeans and the exploration myths of the Argonaurs, of Heracles and
Odysseus. The Odyssey described the navigations of Odysseus in the Western
Mediterranean, linking the

Mycenaean navigations and those of the. eighth ¢.,
i.e. Homer’s epoch.?)

1) On the historicity of this event see what C'W. Blegen, one of the excavators of Troy,
writes (Blegen 1975). He identifies layer Vila with Priam’s Troy and remarks that
archaeological research shows that such an event took place around 1250 B.C. ®.
163). This does not exclude several other clashes the archaeological evidence for
which belong to other layers of the Trojan

site,

2) One should not forget that the Odyssey, like the Hliad, is a literary product uniting
different chronological and cultural layers, and containing also ideology. Their aim
was to provide basic knowledge and guide-lines for the educated people of the
classical epoch, well down to Roman times, Among the various topics of the Odyssey,

The Argonauts were led - as myth says -
to get the Golden Fleece3) According to vari
of about 60 persons, and 28 of the names are ¢
them was e.g, Herakles (Hercules) who, in any

during the whole expedition, Lynkeus the Spy4, and Argos who had
constructed their vessel, the Argo (Geisau 1979: 537). The main source is
the long poem The Argonautica (APTONAYTIKA) composed by Apollonius

Rhodius (3rd c. B.C.),5) and there is a number of secondary sources. The story,
the details of the expedition and the return of the crx

ew give the impression
that this was a reconnaissance mission followed, at

least in the Black Sea -
region, by a founding activity.®) In the mission 1 would like to see a late

by Iason to Kolchis in order

ommon to all sources. Among

also Mediterrancan sailor-tales and folklore motives were united, Some stories, as
it has been remarked, originated even in an earl

y Argonaut epic (for details, see e.g.
A. Lesky, DkP 2, 1979 1201-1208, H.V. Geisan, ib. 1979: 238-243),
3) What this exactly was is subject to discussion. A fleece is the coat of wool that
covers a sheep or a similar animal. There might have been a motive of ancient “gold
fever” as some scholars assume.

4) Scholars accept that the name is connected to “lynx” (cf. Greek AOYE), an animal
with an especially sharp sight. The ctymological dictionaries (GEW, DELG, Beekes
2010) give the basic information. Other usefil

deftails are provided by Nordheider
(1989), Lockwood (1995), Adams - Mallory (199

'7), and Heidermanns (2001). T would
agree with the latter arguing that the figurative us

animal has extra-sharp eyes, and not on another
shining during the night. “Luchsauge”
Mallory share the same view, and al

age is based on the fact that the
fact, viz. that the animal’s eyes are
is proverbial in German, and Adams and v
so cite the corresponding English phrase

“lynx-eyed” with reference to the sharp eyesight. Thete is no disagreement among-

the scholars reducing Greek « ynx” to a root *leuk-/*louk- (cf. Greek Asukdc, - Latin

fux). The nasal infix, also present in Lithouanian, Armenian, and akin Sanskrit rifant-,
seems to be of verbal ori

gin (cf. Heidermanns ib. p- 2). What I would underline is
that Greek Adxog (‘wolf*), too, may be reduced to this root, i.e. it has a connection:

with ‘light’. See, for the last time I have knowledge of, McCone 2006. AvdhyE
(‘Wolfsluchs®, “wolf-lynx”

) existed, too, as found in papyrological sources (cf. GEW
1L 141). The sharp eyes of Lynkeus are mentioned by Ap. Rhod. e.g. in I 151-152,
and IV 1466-1467. :

5) Apollonius, born in Alexandria, Egypt, is called “The Rhodi
quarrel around literary aims, he left Alexandria for Rhodus.
poem which became a great success, Posterity is indebted to him because the Tale
of the Argonauts told often before in verse and prose by many authors has perished.
(W.H. Race, in the LCL edition of Ap. Rhod., 2008, gives a short survey of life

and work of the poet. Cf. also R.C. Seaton’s more detailed account, in the earlier
LCL edition, 1912: VII ff),

an” because, due to a
There he reworked his

ous sources the crew consisted

case did not remain with them,
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IE heritage.”) Such a heritage would not be unrelated since the expansion of
the Indo-Europeans, the motifs, nature and chronology of which are still
discussed, yielded, among man
World, the Greek, the Indian and the Roman one. Jt is not unimportant pethaps
to remark that the Argo was thought to be the swiftest ship of its time.
Etymologically, the name must have meant both ‘nimble, quick’, and
‘shining’.3) The Argonauts arrived, on their trip, through the Danube, and then
the Rhine, allegedly, even at the Arctic Ocean. The first Argonaut reference
is, by the way, Od. 12, 69ff, where also lason is mentioned. Like analysing
the Homeric poems resulted in some historical insights, one may assume a
prehistoric core reality here, too.

3. The Wolf

Wolf is the name of the animal which will

be important in this
investigation, in Greek lykos (Moxog),

in Latin fupus. Several other names and

6) On the expansion of the Indo-Buropeans much has been written. Martinet for one,

who is known for his dynamic approaches, suggests a gradual expansjon between
Ireland and India everywhere, and reckons - loléically in our opinion - with succeeding
conqueting waves where first ones were reiterater by following ones (see 2008: 31). First
waves, in our opinion, would either be preceeded by explorations or would equal
such undertakings, Frangoise Bader connects the foundations, at least in a few cases,

with the institution of the ver sacrum in Ancient Htaly. More important is, however,
the whole of the content of her article: she connects the individual expansions with
an appropriate ideology and a respective name-giving (Bader 2002; for the Italian

institution, pp. 72-73; cf. also Cieminski 2008: 1111%).

7) CE to this: “Il a pu s agir de classes @’dge encouragées par les plus dgés et peu
4 peu évoluées vers un statut original au sein de la société, presque marginal souvent
[] et les expéditions militaires confiées spécifiquement a des jeunes, organisés

souvent en Mdinnerbiinde [--] ou encore I'image mythique des iuveres latins - les

compagnons de. Remus et Romulus, les Celeres - oy titualisée - les Luperques -,
et tous les groupes de jeunes guertiers du légendaire grec, Argonautes [underlinings
mine], Thespiades, Parthéniens” (Sergent 1995: 349-385).

8) GEW I 132:133, Salmons 1997: 194, DELG 104, Beekes 2010: 126, - For a further

IE comnection, cf. the wartrior Arjuna, son of the Vedic god of war Indra. The name,

semantically, and linguistically, is cleatly akin to Greek argos (cf. EWAIA 1 253-254;
on Arjuna’s role cf. Williams 2003: 59-62). A’s deeds are nested in the Indian epic
Mahabharata,

y others, the three major cultures of the Ancient
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variants, English and German wolf | Wolf included, are etymologically all
related.9) The wolf, together with the bear, was the primary dangerous wild
carnivorous with whom the Eurasian Indo-European-speaking people had to
deal, and this beast was important not only as an animal enemy but also as
partner, image, symbol, and even part of the society at the time of the Indo-

European unity (i.e. until about 5000 B.C. the latest), remaining important,

we may add, down to the present day.10) Accordingly, there is a large number
of names containing the word, often also in compounds and derivates,
Lykos (cf. Geisau 1979[a]) was a frequent name in Ancient Greece (as
is Wolf among the Germans). For our purposes that person seems to be of -
importance which gave his son Daskylos as a leader to the Argonautes:
Sovii pév méviesow Oudotorov Bppv Eneobor | Adorvrov Otpuvée, Eudy
vléor - “To accompany all of you and share your voyage, I am sending

Dascylus, my own son’ (Ap. Rhod. T1 802-803, W.H. Race, LCL, 2008, pp.
176-177).11) We may add that there are numerous small rivers in the Pontic
region having the name Lykos.12) '

9) It is clear that the complex, with regard to cultural anthropology,
the IE world (see e.g. Schulhof 1915: 210 ff,, Dunnigan 1995; 432) and that “the

wolf was anathema for agricultural societies” (Dunnigan ib.) but our focus will be
the IE one where this animal obtained a centr: i i

as interpretations seem to suggest, was highly

to serve as a basis for an overall and succesful

- place to deal with the important, perhaps the
any animal in a Jungian sense,

10) Adams et al. 1997 647, Colarusso 2006: 50.

11) The etymology of the name Daskylos is not clear. I

if they could help our purposes (see for this Pape-

however a fact that he was the son of a person

a guide to the Argonautes. The name reappears in

if the Bithynian city Daskyleion, e.g.,

Daskylos could have been, originally,

goes well beyond

claborated, and sophisticated enough
expausion, Similarly, this is not the
most ancient, archetypal approach to

would avoid zoic guesses even
Benseler 1911: 274), it remains,
named Lykos, and that he acted as
Asia Minor toponyms, It is unimportant
received its pame from another Daskylos.
a generic name. Another son of Lykaon was
Daseatas (cf. Pape-Benseler ib.), founder of Dasea, cited from Pausanias infra.
12) As M. Meier-Briigger remarked during the 2007 Indo-European Summer School for
which he was responsible (cf. Egetmeyer 2007), Asia Minor, judging from its name
material (Lykia, Lykaonia, Luwian (language), Hittite lugga-land etc,) might be

regarded a “Wolf Land”, anid a Round Table could be organized dealing with the
issue. This writer was present,
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4, Autolykos |

There are a few persons in Greek tradition having the puzzling name
Autolykos two of which appear, in our opinion, important. The first inhabitant
of the ravines of Mount Parnassus in Central Greece to be attested in Greek
literature is none other than Autolykos, the “werewolf”. His grandson was
Odysseus, whom he taught to hunt, and it was there that Odysseus suffered
the wound that was to reveal his identity according to the Odyssey. The fact
that Odysseus was named by his grandfather, who in doing so attempted to
fix his own nature in words (i.e. anger, wrath, Moou) becomes significant:

Hopyoovd EMOGvio, pet Abtéhokdv te kod vlag,
pepog Efig matep’ Eobhdv, Og dvBpdmoug Exékaoto
Khemrootv 8 Opkw e Oedg 8¢ ol abtdg Edwxev
‘Eppeiag 1@ yip wexoupopévo. pmpia. koley

apviv 18 Epipav: 6 8 ol mpdppav Gy Omfidet,

- ‘when Odysseus had gone to Parnassus to visit Autolycus and the sons
of Autolycus, his mother’s noble father, who excelled all men in thievery and

in oaths. It was a god himself that had given him this skill, even Hermes,
for to him he was wont to burn acceptable sacrifices of the thighs of lambs
and kids; so Hermes befriended him with a ready heart’ (Od. 19, 394-398,
AT. Murray, LCL, 11, 1956, pp. 256-257).13) '

The Indo-European references are clear, and initiation motifs with the
theme of cattle theft and hunting are quite probable.!4) To cite Rubin and
Sale, “Autolycus had the unusual double quality of being legitimately
antisocial”.!5) T this connection Hermes’ figure is important. Hermes is an

13) Cf. to this: Dans 1’ Odyssée, on indique seulement qu’ A. véndre Hermds qui, en
retour, le gratifie de dons magiques [-] (Touchefeu 1986: 55). See an interesting
comparative study by Diez De Velasco who discusses, among others, Hermes, one
aspect of whom was helping the thieves (1993: 22). ThA3

14) E. Wiist, RE XVTI, {1909-13, Burkert 1983: 120.131, Graf 2003 [=1997) Sakellariou
2009: 235.

15) “By going to Parnassus, to his maternal grandfather’s home, for initiation, Odysseus
internalizes and affirmes features of his character which derive from Autolycus, This
man, Homer tells us, surpassed all others in thievery and the art of the oath: «The
god Hem;ies had endowed him, for he had pleased him by burmning thigh bones of
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epitermios divinity, a god of Jimits in all senses, helping also the thieves.16)

The suitable one to grant the ability by which Autolykos could make his booty
invisible or even transform it.

On the name-giving of Odysseus cf. the following:

Althkog §EMGY T0Gme & miova STipov
noido véov yeyadito, xupicoro Buyarépog Tig 400
v P& ol Bbpihewn phoig énl yobvoor Ofike
- mowopgve Soproto, Erog TEeur Ex 1 Ovopaley-
“AbteK, abtdg vBv Bvop elipeo Srn ke Ofjou
noid0g nudl @fhay: mohvdpnrog 8¢ ol dotiv.”
Thv Soadr Adtohokog dmopeiBeto pdvoéy e 405
"TouBpdg Euds Buydmp e, 10e0d Svop’ o kev el
modoTow yap &yd ve Gdvoohpevog T68 {kévo,
avdphow H5E yovaukly vl yB6va, novAvBoTEpOV-17)
8 & ‘Odvosdg bvop' otw Endvopov: [-]

- ‘Now Autolycus, on coming once to the rich land of Ithaca, had found
his daughter’s son a babe new-born, and when he was finishing his supper,
Eurycleia laid the child upon his knees and spoke, and addressed him:

lambs and kids, and the god fecly gave him his favops (396-397). Autolycus has

the unusual double quality of being legitimately antisocial, a thief with divine
sanction, In addition to the specific gifis he gives his grandson on this important
visit, he | also transmits to Odysseus an inherited right to transgress legitimately;
without this right such transgressions could well be deemed hubristic and would by
poetic logic lead to early demise. Odysseus does indeed pay for his bold behavior,
but not the ultimate penalty. In fact, because a god, Hermes, indirectly blesses his
actions, he can explore social, moral and sexual boundaries with relative safety, He
is sociglj

(RubirtBSale 1983: 147-148). For Hermes, cof. Diez de Velasco 1993.

“A deity of ambiguity, he is the lord of the lands with diffused frontiers. [--] He
is the support of the traveller who crosses the frontier of the known country, of the
foreigner far from his fatherland; he indicates the ambiguous point of confluence of
the territory of two poleis; he helps thieves [-+], working on the fringe of the social
system. [--] As herald of Zeus he unifies the h

uman world with the reigns of ‘the
gods. He is the central divinity in the space constru

otion of the Greeks [+], he
determines the links among the different ambits that give structure to the social and
religious Greek imagery. A deity of transitions [-]” (Diez de Velasco 1993: 22-23).

17) noviuPdratpo: Bandvepoy.

16)

d by a liar and a thief, but by one who has endeared himself to a god” -
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[63], R. Wagner 1894, P. 69) - “Hercules was taught [-]

]

“Autolycus, find now thyself a name
sure he has long been prayed for.”
Then Autolycus answered her, and said: “My daughter’s husband and my

daughter, give him whatsoever name I say. Lo, inasmuch as I am come hither
as one that has been angered with many,

both men and woien, over the

fruitful earth, | therefore let the name by which the child is named be

Odysseus’ (Od. 19, 399-409, A.T. Murray, LCL, 1, 1956, pp. 256-259).18)

There is another Autolykos among the Argonauts: Son of Deimachos from

Tricca who was the mythical founder of Sinope. This is essential because
Trebizond (Trapezunt) was thought to h

ave been founded by the Sinopeans.
Deimachos accompanied Heracles in the Argonaut expedition:

to givé to thy child’s own child; be

EvBu 8¢ Tpixoatoto dyowol Ampdyoro
vleg, Anéaw 16 Kol Abtdhkog Dhoyiog 1e,
Tinog £6° Hpaxdfiog dromhoyyPévres Evonov-

955

— ‘In that place still lived the sons of noble Deimachus of Triccal?) - Deileon,
Autolycus, ‘and Phlogius - ever since they became separated from Heracles’20)
(Ap. Rhod. 1I 955957, W.H. Race, LCL 2008, pp. 188-189, underlining

mine). What is most interesting to my mind, he taught wrestling to Heracles:
E818Gx0n S8 Hpardfig [-] nodoiew [+] ond Adroddon (Apollod. 1T 4, 9,
to wrestle by

Autolycus’, J.G. Frazer, LCL, T 1921, p. 175, underlinings are mine). The

information is important because Heracles is in the Greek mythology both
the most Indo-European and the most apthentic Greek hero on the one hand,
and the “wolves” can be regarded, as will be argued, as me

. mbers of the most
combat-ready troops in the Indo-European antiquity on the o

ther, amounting
to a considerable time-depth.
This name and its origin have been interpreted variously, e.g. as ‘the wolf

himself’. Literally, this may be correct but what would ‘the wolf himself

or ‘itself’ mean? Wiis} (1955) remarks that “the relationship to be expressed

18) Quoting from the LCL edition on “Child of Wrath”; see the note on i. 62. [Vol.
Lp 7(2): In the Greek there is a play upon the verb d§tcoo and the name ‘Oduoeig
the latter suggesting the meaning “man of wrath”, See XIX, 409]. Underlinings are
of the present writer.

19) A city Im Thessaly (lliad 2.729), actual Trikkala,
20) During ihis expedition against the Amazons,

I Andreas 1., Katonis |

by the two elements is not clear”. He then asks if Auto}

This can hardly be denied. Our suggestion to interpret this figure is that this
was, at least in the beginning, a generic name, “Wolves” in Indo-European
antiquity, not necessarily animals but ‘wolf warriors’, constituted indeed the

best fighting subjects. There is a considerable literatur

€ to this issue2l) An
“Autolykos”, “the Wolf Himself22) would mean the “First” or the “Best

Werewolf” implying all those activities, functions and positions such beings
occupied.23) “Wolfish behaviour” resulting in rage or Iyssa which was a
concomitant of such activities as McCone has explained in numerous
contributions, should not be excluded.

The element “Wer-” or “were-” in Werwolf | werewolf is important:
etymologically it equals Latin vir2%), but this word designates more than a
simple male; it usually means an ours

national hero of the Romans, is a yir

in Vergilius’ epic, the Aeneid. The
marked attention fits well in the semanti

Cs we meet in the present discussion.

21) McCone’s respective contributions are important, See e.g. his 2002 study where his
carlier publications are also dealt with. Cf. also Colarusso 2006: 50.

22) Cf. “aind”, the pronoun corroborates Autolykos, in Od. 19, 403, supra. This might
mean that “Autolykos” was felt by the compilers of the Odyssey, already as a proper
name. I wonder if the restricted use of “he”, “she” in Modem Greek, (i.e. aiTde,

23

~

Cf. names and titles like Automedon, Autoncos/Autonoe (compare to this Antinoos),
Autophonos (as contrasted with Polyphontes, Holgdvine?), autokrator, automatog
etc. There are several instances of the great respect the pronioun “autos” implied,
e.g. the Pythagorean phrase “abtdg Epu” (=‘he said it himself’) which involved that
no dispute was permitted. Consider also this passage:

&g & alrdc obv 1oiol Abrog e, popt’ dmbiooag | 3&pa péperv o § vl Sépmy
Exnepne véeoBo - ‘and Lykos himself went with them, after giving them countless
i - And he sent his son from home to go with them’ (Ap. Rhod.
I 812-814, W.H. Race, LCL 2008, pp. 178-179, underlinings are mine).

24) See Kluge-Seebold 2002: 983.985 (s.vv.

- Welt and Werwolf). English world corresponds
to German Welr. The importance of the word is shown by the fact, that in some

puzzling -way, the concept “world” is its derivative,

Wolf-warriors, the Argonauts, and the foundation of Trebizond 19 -

ykos was a werewolf. -

tfanding man, a ‘hero’. Aeneas, the




i
:
{

10 | The Mediterranean Review | Vol. 3, No. 2 [December 2010]

5, Lyssa

In Homeric epic, a few of the greatest heroes are from time to time visited
ging fury that makes them invincible.25) This
fury is called ssa (Mooa),

which is a derivative of Aokog ‘wolf. 1t is as
if they temporarily become wolves, Some Homeric passages could exemplify
this: '

Kpatept| 8¢ & AMoon §65ukey - ‘mighty madness hath possessed him [i.e.
Hector]’ (Il. 9,239, AT, Murray, LCL 1924, 1: pp. 398-399),

Mooav Exav Ghofy - “in his [i.e. Hector’s] baneful rage’ (I 9,305, A.T.
Murray, LCL 1924, I: pp. 404-405),

Moo 8¢ ol fip | aldy Exe xpotepy) - “for fierce madness ever possessed
his [ie. Achilles’] heart” (IL. 21,542-543, AT. Murtay, LCL 1925, I0: pp.
448-449),

6. Wolfish Aspects

In other IE cultures the term ‘wolf is applied to brigands and outlaws
who live in the wild as McCone

pointed out repeatedly. This form of
assimilation to the wolf is not unconnected to the widespread belief in

lycanthropy, the idea that certain persons (v_bomen as well as men) on occasion

presence of animals should not
tradition with the frequent app
and of Colarusso’s impressive

surprise us: it is enough to think of the Indian
carance of various animals among the humans,
reconstruction (2006: 50) where beside wolves

26) The first shaping of this largely accepted, sometimes disputed, and by others also
enlarged theory, is Dumézil 1958. According to this, the “first function” was the
political and spiritual leadership, the “second” was the warrior dimension, and the

“third” the' productive forces. The intricate relations among these three layers have
been discussed largely,

\

|
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also other animals have a place. Colarusso also reckons with a detajled
security structure for the ear

ly IE society (see p. 27 ). If all this is correct
We may assume a sophisticated, well organized core society, ideologically and
otherwise perfectly prepared for acts of Wat.

7, Foundation

The most ancient wolfish aspect, or at least, a very important one, was
connected with foundations. This would mean that destruction and construction
were associated and the fact strangely reminds of philosophical—mythological
interpretations on concomitant positive-negative aspects of gods, like the
double nature of the Indian Shiwa.27) T add that I-don’t believe that the
Indo-Europeans were just an uncivilized war-like, aggressive, expanding and
only a destructive population. On the contrary, they seem to have acted on

a clearly formulated plan, elaborated by a high level ideology, remnants of
which we encounter in mythology, in & i

ssible, and this resulted, in the end, in
which Greek is one,

-Roman

, and his figure is very ancient.
See a short presentation in Williams (2003; 267-270),

28) Cf: “Wolf symbolism embraces the dual aspects of man’s good and evil nature,
Although the dark, menacing image of the fearless predator and ravening killer
preponderates wolves algo personify a protective spirit and the nurturing mother” etc,
(Dunnigan 1995: 431). .

29) See for some remarks, Katonis 2008,
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of Arcadian activity. Asia Minor seems largely to have been a territory of
“wolves”, such as Lykia, archaic Lukka (Hittite “luqga™land), Lydia,
Lykaonia (?), and the root found in the name of the Luwian language (one
closely related to Hittite). I has been assumed that the name of the animal
is represented in these words through different linguistics layers. An ancient
fact but a recent insight is “o-pi-lu-ke-u-sa-se” (the word being an aorist
participle), expressing a practice by a “wolf” (i.e. obviously a special kind
of warrior) who participated in the construction of an Apollo-shrine on Cyprus
presumably in the 12th ¢. B.C. The construction was part of the foundation
of New-Paphos after the Trojan War. This was announced by B.M. Egetmeyer

in 2007 in Berlin. He added that several wolf masks were found on Cyprus

whereas in Arcadia it is known that priests wearing masks were active (cf.

Egetmeyer 2007 infig). The reconstructed word *opilukos can be identified
with epilykos (name and office involving the n

oun lykos).
The patticiple o-pi-lu-ke-u-sa-se brings to mind the "EnthwieTov in Athens,

the office of the polemarch (War-lord) named this way because built or
restored by Epilycus as Aristotle informs us30), The identification of the
syllabogram “lu” in a New-Paphian inscription yielded the above participium
aoristi of a historically non-attested verb, But the connection is clear. To the
nouns Epilykeion, Epilykos, that cannot be a mere chance, a semantically

related verb is be attached. opi- has to be interpreted as the prevetb epi- (¢m-)31)
From the participle the existence of a moun *opilykos (=epilykos) can be
inferred. Such a person (a “wolf” or a Twolfing soldier”) erected, according
to the text, the entrance of the subtert

ranean shrine of Apollo during the
Jounding process of New-Paphos on Cyprus. The inscription says: “|...]

0-pi-lu-ke-u-sa-se e-pi-pa-si-ne ka-te-te-ke [-1” (e *

Emdoeboug EniBoow
ko.-é0nke ‘by wolfing [he] placed the entrance’ [in the text, then, a name

30) Cf. this warlike context: “o & nohspapyog 0 'EmAvkeiov (6 mporepov pev xodsito
moAey- | opyelov, énel 58 "Enfuxog dvakodopmoe kol xoreoketucey adtd
nodepopyiots, EmAvkelov éKM’]Qn”_ - ‘and the War-lord {had] the Epilyceum (which
formerly used to be called the War-lord’s House, but becauss Epilycus on becoming
War-lord rebuilt and furnished it, it received the name of Epilyceumy’, (Arist. Ath,
3,5, H. Rackham, LCL, 1921, pp. 16-19, my underlinings).

31) “opi-”, meaning ‘epi-’ is hypothetically dealt with in earljer research, where words
like “&ri(c)0ev” were assumed to belong to the same root complex, but later becarne
attested for Mycenaean Greek (Chantraine

1967: 7[§5]) which comes chronologically
near to jthe epoch of the founding ceremony here discussed.

~ follows in dative, being the indirect ob
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ject of the sentence]). Egetmeyer
ancient custom”, used during the founding
a revival. He also quoted McCone whose
challenged earlier but who seems now to be
generally accepted.32) T would agree both with Egetmeyer and, more generally,
with MacCone. Tradition says that the city on the western coast of Cyprus
was built after the Trojan War under the leadership of the Arcadian Agapenor.
The information handed down has been corroborated by -archaeological
investigations pleading for a founding around 1000 B.C. The semantics of
opi-/epi- allows for, even suggests a military fransfer, a dropping or a
deployment.33) The new reading is of considerable significance because it
indicates the early functions of “wolves”, indeed of elite watriors.34)
Linguistic features in the so-called Arcado-Cypriot dialect are well known in
Greek linguistics. The Arcadian colonisation of Cyprus is familiar from
historical sources, But Arcadian founding contributions are well known also
from the Western part of the Mediterranean world, Thus, the Roman

lupercalia, an ancient purifying and fertility .ceremony, began in the Lupercal, -
the sacred cave of Faunus Lu

percus on the oldest point of Ancient Rome,
the Palatine Hill, It is now generally accepted that the members of the rite,
the Luperci,

were werewolves and that the first Lupercus in Rome was
Euander, the son of Hermes, coming

from the land of the Arcadian wolf-man,
Lykaon.35)

emphasized that this was a “very
ceremonies, here possibly as
respective contributions were

-_—

32) Egetmeyer 2007 (lectures on 5th and 6th Sept, 2007). The audience, this writer
. comprised, followed Egetmeyer with great a

ttention, and the correctmess of McCone’s
suggestions was widely acknowledged by them.

33) To the semantics, cf. the Liddle-Scott-Jones lexicon listing a number of attestations
of the preposition, prefix and preverb énmi, fmi- (LSJ, pp. 621-675, and also for ¢,

pp. 740 fT., further infra), Eg tnifooi - attested in the inscription as e-pi-pa-si-ne,
means in classical Greek ‘approach’, and also ‘attack’. To the whole question of,
the discussion in the second volume of Schwyzer's Griechische Grammatik; “Neben
dem AKk. der riumlichen und zeitlichen Erstreckung (o, S. 68 {f)) hatte &, wohl seit
indogermanischer Zeit die Schattierung ,itber-hin’ “fthis last re fits especially
well with the Paphos foundation | discuss in the paper; Schwyzed-Debrurmer 1988:
471[5)]). The etymological dictionaries (GEW 1 533, DELG 358) give further detals,
It might be relevant that algo the verb mélw (‘press’) seems to belong to the complex.

34) See e.g. Colarusso’s construction (2006: 50), and Adams et al. (1997).

35) “DaB die Luperci urspriinglich ein Ménnerbund von Werwblfen waren, ist bei der
heutigen Forschungsstand eine akzeptable Grundannahme [*]. Tm Lupercal, einer
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Arcadia, the ‘Bear-Land’, with additional, well tangjble “Wolf® presence -
two ancient IE components - appears thus an important centre with bearing
on exploration and foundin

g processes in at least three different directions
of the prehistoric and the Ancient Mediterranean World,

The lyssa (Mioow), the dictionary definition of which js ‘(martial) rage,
fury, frenzy, raging madness, fanaticism’-is a mentai and physical condition
not unknown in Homer that reaches the fighting heroes, e.g. Hector.
Etymologically, the word is explained from Hkos (Mxog, wolf) since the rage
was thought to be a frequent malady of wolves. The connection with this
animal is certain even if the etymology *leyk- ‘light” (cf. Latin lux) is

preferred. There is a recent attempt by McCone to find a semantic link
between ‘wolf and ‘light’.36) .

8. Hieros

There are frequent attestations of the adjective hieros (‘holy’, “consecrated’,
“filled with’ or ‘manifesting divine power’, ‘supernatural’) in this connexion,
I tried to interpret this word elsewhere as part of the ideology of the expanding

Indo-Eropeans.37) This designation is frequent in Homer but it appears also

in the region in question, e.g. as the epithet of a harbour.

8.1 Trapezus

According to myth, Trapezus wasga “Table-land” in Arcadia3®), where

Hohle am Fu} des Palatins, wurden der Sage nach Romulus und Remus von einer
Woilfin gentihrt, Als Begriinder und erster Lupercus galt Buander, ein Géttersohn aus
Arkadien” (Cieminski 2002: 111). One remembers that Autolykos, Odysseus’
grandfather received hig privileges also from Hermes, A god endowed him and he
became a thief with divine sanction.

36) DELG 651, Beekes 2010: 879-880, cf. however McCone 2006: 100 with a new
suggestion. To the topic of ‘light’ cf. moreover: “In classical times the wolf [+]
symbolized transition. The «hour of the wolfs [+ is the time of emergence from
darkness into light or, contrarily, of reversion to the world of darkness and ignorance”
(Dunnigan: 1995; 431).

37) Ct Dajnoﬁ' 1979: 928, Katonis 2008, Among its meanin

gs are ‘glorious, excellent,
strong’} etc. (see Beekes 2010: 580).

Jincluded, in a sacrificial meal. But the sacr
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Lykaon, the ancestral king of the Arcadians entertained the gods, Zeus

ificial meal turned into cannibalism,
for Lykaon slaughtered a young boy upon the altar and poured out his blood
on that altar; then he and his helpers “mixed the boy’s entrails in with the
sacrificial meal and brought it to the

-—
38) E. Meyer 1937: 2213, 1d. 1979: 928.
39) See one of the sources: Zgbg 8¢ abriv Bovks i

| table at the place which is still called Trapezus, []
and blasted Lycaon and his sons by thunderbolts [T (Apollod. 3,8,1 [3,98), I.G.

Frazer, LCL, 1, 1921, pp. 388-391, my underlinings). This myth has several parallels,
Frazer comments on them and also refers to further authors and passages writing
on the same topic (ib. pp. 390-393), According to this version of the legend
Apollodorus apparently accepted - as Frazer remarks (p. 390) - Lycaon was a righteous

40) There is some scepticism in’ scholarshi

table (Gk trapeza, ponelo)”.39) The

E ATt S
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8.2 Wolf Geography

Whatever the right interpretation of the Arcadian geographical name
Lykosura (Avkdoovpur), ‘Wolf-tail’, (grammatically, this seems to bave been

coined on the analogy of Kynosura, Kuvéoovpa, ‘Dog-tail’, in Arcadia, Attica

and elsewhere) it must be relevant that this city laid claim to being the oldest

kol Makoplo, 16 kol Agoéa kol Tponelolc dnd iy Avkéovog &Mooy
kol ofeon [sc. ol néheic] mofdev - ‘and similarly Macaria, Dasea, and Trapezus

were named after the sons of Lycaon’ (Paus. 83,3, WHS. Jones, LCL 1933,
pp. 354-355), and

Tponelolc, mohg mpog i Ebeivo mévi, Twondwy | Gmowog. Ekadeito
xal Olgvig, [ #om kol Aprodiag méhg Tpomelolic, dmd Tponetobviog | moudog
Avkdovoe, ¢ Tlavcoviag dyS6e. o kol &8 7 | 15 olov 1of ApapicoB
KOAov. O moMrg TponefoBvriog [-+] | [+] xal ) ydpo Tponelovvria. [
(Steph. Byz., Meineke p. 631, no English translation exists, underlinings are
mine).

On Lykosura, Pausanias remarks
cities” may be relevant):

Avortépm 88 Ohyov Telxovg e mepiBohog g Avkooovpog fotl kol olkrfiropeg
Evetow ob moMol. mhewy 8, Onéoug énl. tfi fnelpg Edeite v kol &v vijoor,
Avxdooupd, tot npeofutdan, kol ml'mpfi eldev & fhog mpdeny: dmd TodTng
8¢ ol Aowol noreToOoy TOAEIG Hepobiikosw Gvlpanor - <A little farther up is
the circuit of the wall of Lycosura, in which there are a few inhabitants. Of
all the cities that earth has ever shown, whether on mainland or on islands,

the first that the sun beheld; from it the rest

0 make them cities’, (Paus. 8, 38,1, WH.S.
Jones, LCL 1933, pp. 90-91, underlinings are mine),41)

Although it is the Pontic Trebizond which is our focus
uninteresting that the Arcadian Trap
too (Danoff 1979: 928). According
there, a descendent of
2009: 235).42)

the following (the notice on “making

, it is ot
ezus had an involvement in foundations
to early tradition a certain Aipytos ruled
Kypselos who had been a founder himself (Sakellariou

41) C£. accordingly,

Autolycus who was the Jfirst inhabitant of the ravines of Parnassus
(supra).;

‘a “Greek polis” (“néMg EMvic™) whereas i
- show misspellings, and that there was an earli

‘name dizenis to do with “Alnvic”,

"some bearing on its prehistory that
'1937) do not depict Trapezus as es

“also a real human being (Frateantonio -

-43) Ruge 1937, Olshausen 2009: 865.
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9. Historical Trapezus/Heros Ktistes

Historical Trapezus is thought to have been founded in 756 B.C. by
Sinopeans, but several mythological and semi-mythological data give us the

right43) to dive deeper into prehistory. The fact that it was emphasized being

ts Greek inscriptions frequently
er name Oizenis (Olnvic) make
pre-Greek settlement Hellenized
that by the Sinopeans. Has the
and through this, with Arcadia (cf. Pape
ou 2009: 513.642 f£)? 1t may have had
the ancient sources (quoted e.g. by Ruge
pecially attractive, Similarly, the climatic
and the navigational conditions were not the best. Yet, the city is mentioned
frequently, and, though much later, i.e. in the first half of the 2nd millennium
A.D. it became an important political and cultural centre. In classical antiquity,
they were aware of their Arcadi

an origin, and the emblem of the city we
find on coins was a table and a bunch of grapes (Ruge 1937: 2216).

probable that there had been g tmuch earlier
in a series of foundings one of which was

- Benseler 1911 : 22, and Sakellari

uld be a god (e.g. Apollo), one of the heroes
or a human accorded the status of hero, but
Eder 2005: 114). Such data come
himself founded several cities which
has many references to foundation
746 £, 4, 1470 ff), so we should
ut the wolf-content and the “wolfish
layers of IE antiquity. Consider the

down well to historical times. Alexander
still exist. Apollonius Rhodius, for one,
legends (e.g. 1, 735 ff, 1, 1321 ff, 2,
not doubt the historicity in the issue, B
behaviour” take us back to the oldest
following:

Abtohvkov, [] 8v éxelvor oliiotiyy évo
kol povielov odtof Sokel 88 1iv Taoow
t00tov tdv témov - ‘Autolycus,
city and honoured as god. The

oV xol Etipcy de Oedy- v 8¢

Ia 3 3 ~
CUUTALLOAVTGV €lvon Kol Kotaoyelv
[-] whom they regarded as founder of thejr
city had also an oracle of Autolycus. He i

—_—_—

42) I wonder if Tpomslm (T 1apezo), mentioned by Hesychius, meaning ‘table-bearer® and
a priestess of Athena in Athens has any kind of involvement,
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thought to have been one of those who went on the voyage with Jason and

to have taken possession of this place’ (Str. XII 546, H.L. Jones, LCL, 1928,
pp. 390-391, underlining mine).

Several analyses of the early IE society exist. An important thrust was .

given by the influential work of G. Dumézil. He rep
watrior-function which seems to be, if not the most important, at least the
most IE feature. We know today that at the time of the expansion not only
a complex social structure existed but that there was also a rivalry among
the leading layers. The warrior “state” with its leaders and commons seems
to have constituted at least one half of the leading forces, and one third of
the whole society. Elite combatants seem to have been of two kinds: beside
the “wolfish” shock-troops, possibly with other “animals” involved, the

heroes. It is conspicuous that the heroes have names lik

e those who
participated in the Argonaut expedition whereas the others remain mostly
nameless “animals

”44) The heroes remind of the berserk warriors, the so
called “mad” individuals like Herakles, Hector, Achilles, the Celtic Cu
Chulainn (27 means the wolf descendant ‘dog”), and many more. A hero could
be of the Achilles and the Hector type, and also a “heros ktistes”, a “founding

hero’ - their fame; the most important thing for them -, lived on. The “wolves”
worked in the background.

catedly analyzed e.g. the

10, Conclusion

Through the points here forwarfdedv I would like to suggest that the
founding process of Trebizond, with its extended implications reaching as far
as Arcadia, was the result of a wolfing
directly attested for Sinope; assumed for the

was founded by a heros ktistes, yet a “wolf”, here having a name (a “social
climber” werewolf?). No such attestat

ion exists for Trapezus but this lack is
counteribalanced by the relationship to Sinope, and by the quite probable, in
our opi:nion, connections to Arcadia.

It i¢ in this connection that Autolykos, again, becomes essential. As is

daughter-city of the latter. Sinope

44) The fact that yet Sinope was founded

the fcomplicated nature of these leg
source,

by an eponym Autolycus (Plu. Luc. 23,4) shows
ends. Plutarchus is, in any case, a relatively late

- frequent in Greek oral history,
-~ actions. Autolykos’ act, as of a my
" evidence of authors like Eusebius.

. favour-of an early foundation, an

- remarks that obviously its foun

- ‘would maintain that a certain
‘tradition; rather such tradition

~ Autolykos, the founder, acco

- see Pape - Benseler (1911: 13
justified. One remembers the case of Ror

| important Pontic city, ind
. ic. AD, and yet an insight
~ darkness. This is due to

to proving the creation of

action, like that of Sinope, an action
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there are different accounts on founding
ythical figure, could be questioned on the
Manoledakis (2010) re-examined the whole
evidence, and argues rather decidedly in
d of accepting the existence of an Autolykos
66.568-569). With regard to Trapezus, he
dation must have taken place after that of
n the evidence and the arguments adduced I
credit should not be denied to mythological
should be regarded as one of the sources
0 consideration. According to the tradition,

mpanied Tason. On the founding act unt
Sources, among them - in an op

complex adducing considerable
in that process (see eg pp. 5

Sinope (e.g. p. 569). Relying o

research can each time take int

(8
aque way --Ap. Rhod. 2, 946-947.955-28,

97). What can be assumed as a meaning fur
the name of the city (cf. Zworiou=doymuoviicar, Pape - Benseler ib.) is n...
exactly flattering for an etymon. The

tight” and the “wrong” side of an
adventurist expedition - one would remark. An incomprehension is -

ne. Very mediocre, even base origins,
incredible greatness much later. The phr

ase “the glory that was Greece and
the grandeur that was Rome” is, still today, proverbial in English.
Trapezunt (Trebizond), despite antique deprecations, was perthaps the most
eed, important until the first decades of the 20th

the difference between the two founding acts, that
of Sinope and that of Trel

bizond. In this paper I have tried 1o contribute both

the latter and to explaining early Greek colonizing
activities in a prehistoric perspective. Trapezunt seems to have been important
enough in history to bestow equal attention on it. In prehistory, it may have
been even more important tha its mother-city.

into its foundation myth has to etr in the prehistoric
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